The uptake of gamma-aminobutyric acid and glutamate by synaptosomes from the visual cortex of albino and pigmented rabbits.
The synaptosomal uptake of glutamate and gamma aminobutyric acid [GABA] in the visual cortex of albino and pigmented rabbits was compared. GABA uptake was similar in both pigmented and albino rabbits, but glutamate uptake was greater in the pigmented rabbit. The kinetics of glutamate uptake in albino and pigmented rabbits suggested that the number of functioning glutamate synapses may be lower in the albino. The significance of this with respect to the differences in visual processing in the two types of rabbit is discussed.